The specialist learning disability nurse in Wales.
This paper reflects on the development of services for people with learning disabilities within the United Kingdom and focuses on the role of the specialist nurse. The nurse's contribution to the care of this client group has been the subject of debate and controversy for a number of years. Developments within the learning disability filed in Wales in particular are explored, with the All Wales Strategy for People with Learning Disabilities providing the background and context for these developments. An example of how specialist nurses from around Wales came together in order to share good and best practice is discussed. The conclusion is that the specialist learning disability nurse has a great deal to offer, but must be prepared to work together with other professionals as well as service users and their families.